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Kno it is expected, I ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing to the Subſtance of the laſt Pa- 
per, viz. That the Union cannot be 
broken And what do you mean by 
that now, ſays one, it the Parliament had 
paſs*'d the Drawhack Bill, had not the Vnien 
deen broken ? Did it not firike at the Life 
and Soul of the Treaty, and directly infringe 
the fourth Article about a free Intercourle 
ot Trade? . e 


This is an enſnaring Queſtion, and Tknow | 


very well the Deſiga of the Enquirers, if 
poſnhle, to draw this Paper itto the Scandal 
of pleading for the Encroachments, ſome 
Meu wiſh to be made upon the Union, after 
it das ſo long deen pleading for the Benefits 
of the Uoion. | 
Well, Gentlemen, however I will ſpeak my 
Miod frankly, I am perſwaded, | ſhall of- 


fend no honeſt unbiaſs'd Perſon, I am ſure * Obligations of it, aud making it lawful for 


t a a 


no ſuch ought to be offended at it; and Iam 
ſore what I ſhall ſay, is not only cengruots 
to Truth and Juftice, but to n that 'T have 
ever ſaid, or ever thought, -or:defign/d 
ſay upon the Union ; and to that Fairneſs, 
Integrity, and Uniformity” of Practite and 
principle, whictrevery honeſt Man'aims at, 
and which I hope ] ſhall erer preſerve ia 
ſpight of Calumny, Cenſure, and ill Treat- 
ment of any Sort. 

I have laid-it down as a general Theſis, 
that no AR of Parliament, ' however contta- 
vening the Treaty, or inconſiſtent with-ie, 
could have broke the Union—— | have 
but one Bxplanation' to add to that Head, 
v. To lay down what I mean, by breekin) 
the Union, and I'll be ſhort enough in that z 
By breaking, I mean diſſolving it, breaking 
it up, diſingageing the Nations from the 
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them to return to their reſpeQive former 
Conſtitutions ; and tho? this ſeems not im- 
mediately to be mean't in the preſent Cla- 
mours, yet I begin there, becauſe I know 

rhaps more of the Drift and Deſign of 
ome People in theſe things, thaa is kaown 
every where, and hear more than every 
Body hears, of what Uſe is made of theſe 
things in the Argument by the Enemies of 
the Union, : | 

I think it proper-therefore to anticipate 
the wicked Peſign, by making it evident, 
that the Treaty is eftabliſhed on too ſure a 
Foundation for any Power ye: formed on 
Earth to diſſolve or deftroy,z and as this is 
very neceſſary, to ſet right Me Judgments of 
a great many, who are amus'd at the Cha- 
mours and Arguments of thoſe, that are 
every Moment railing Scruples; fo thoſe, 
who are better inform'd, ought to bear 
with what infiruQts others, tho' it be uſeleſs 
to themſelves. 

But what is to be taid to the Drawback 

Bib? . 
In general I muft ſay, 'tis very hard for 
Enplifh Britain, that it ſhould not paſs, and 
'twould have been very hard for Scors Bri- 
rain, if it had, I mean without Amend- 
ments; and I heartily wiſh, fume Medium 
had been found our. 

I have already explain'd my ſelf as to the 
Wine and Brandr, that I think, the Cla- 
mour rais'd by the Merchants his had a 
great Deal of Management in it———And 
that very Clambvur has really been more Da- 
mage to Trade, than the Subject could give 
R-2ſon for; my Meaning is this, that had 
al the Wine and Brandy, imported upon 
this Occaſion inte Scotland, been [cnc direct- 
Iy into England without Noiſe and Diftra- 
Rion, it had not been ſufficient to have 
made any Fall of Prices, or Stop of Trade, 
and conſequently the Evil migt t have been 
born with; but 'tis the Clamour, the 
Noiſe, and tie Artifice made Uſe of with- 
out Doors, has done the Damage to Trade, 
and the Union is no way concern'd in that. 

But after all, I do not ſay, nor ever did 
I ay, it was no Injury to England, GOD 
forbid I ſhould either be ſo partial, or ſo ua- 
jaſt, and I'll flate the juſt DiftinQion as 

as I can. 
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I always (aid, it was a Hardſhip upon - 
land, both upon the QUEEN as to Her Re- 
venue, and upon the fait trading Merchant, 
and in that it was which I applauded, and 
juſtiy too, the Honour and Generoſity of 
the QUEEN and Houſe of Lords in reje- 
ing the Bil; rather chooſing to bear the In- 
convenience, thag make our Northern Bre- 


türen ugeaſie. 

But Mis did no way argue, that it was no 
Damage to Exgland, no nor that it was not 
2 very grievous Burthen, and when I ſay 
bear jt, as I would fill ſay, if I were to pro- 
ceed to Particulars, I think it does not at all 
argue, but they were in the right, who en- 
deavour'd to find out a Medium, that is, te- 
drel(s the Miichief, and yet nor wound the 
Union — Whether the Medium propos'd 
was ſufficient or no, is noue of my Bulineſs 
to determine. 

Had the Houſe of Commons paſs d an A& 
univerſally to ftop the Importation from 
Feotland, without Diſtinction or Reſerve, 
for dhe dubjedls of Scorlamdy I cannot help 
ſayinz it had beeh in my O niod a Contra- 
vention of the 4th Article oF the Union, 
Ibo far from diſſolving it as before; and tis 
a doubt with me, whether it had been a le- 

Act, whether ic could have paſs'd, or 
Fad it been paſs'd, could have been obliza- 
tory to Britain; but that I leave undeter- 
mined, 

But that England had a great Deal of 
Reaſon, if. poſahle and with Sefe iy to ibe V- 
nion it coul i be donc, to prevent the jacolle- 
rable Frauds ptati is d upon her, under the 
Shelter + rhe Uagion; 1 can by no means 
doubt, aud I think 'tis very neceſſary toen - 
ter into the Paricinlare of thoſe Frauds, that 
ail the World may determine, whether 
there is resin for this Matter or not, and 
the right diſtinguiſhing on this Head would 
ſhorten our Diſpute, and bring us to ſome 
beiter Uoderſtanding among our (elves. 

I believe, no Man in che Proſpect of the 
Treaty ever expettcd or dclir'd, that taking 
Advantage of a caſual Interval between the 
End of one Conſtitution and the Beg inni 
of another, Strangers, for ſuch the Engli 
were as well as the Dutch in 1be Caſe before 
«,ſhouid come in wich their Stocks, and with 
their Tricks tuo, to evade the Law, defraud 

the 


the Nis Government, and invade the 
Courſe of Trade. 

In do Scotland that Juſtice, they had no 
View of it, nor took any Steps towardy/ it, 
ner do they now approve of it, or in gene- 
ral are Gainers by it- 

That the Advance upon their own Goods 
might be in their View, is no Cheque toour 
Argument j it was to be expected, it was 
their Due, and it would never have been 
diſputed them, and it was boch foreſeen and 
not diſputed : But that the whole Chain of 
Miſchiefs which have follow'd, ſhould be 
practiſed, and the Cheats of Trade ſheltred 
under the Wings of the Treaty: I affure 
vou, Gentlemen, as it was never foreſeen, 
ſo it was not intended by the Scots, nor are 
they at all pleas'd with the Attempt to make 
them the Tools of ſo notorious a Fraud, or 
at all acceſſary to it, or will be at all con- 
cern'd at any lawful k eftraint to be put up- 

n if. 
: The Out- cry therefore, which is politick- 
ly rais'd, that the Scop of French Wines, 
Erandys, Cc. from Scotland will eacroach 
upon the Union, is 2s policickly carry'd on, 
tis thrown upon the Scots without any 
Ground, and they wil ac any time make ic 
appear they are clear of ic 3 tor give them 
but the free Liberty of theit own Properties, 
and the uninterrupted lniercourts of Trade 
according to the ub Article, 1 dare jay up 
on all Occaſions, they wi!) renounce the ha- 
ving any h:nd in the an Frauds 
and clande ſt ige Trade Heth Pcopie, aud 
alſo clear themſelves of having any hand in 
them. 

Nor do I ſpeak this by Saggeft ion barely, 
but as Iam daily converſant with the Feopic 
I am ſpeaking of, and have it direQly from 
their own Months 3 I hear them every day 
detefting the Frauds put upon the Govern- 
ment, under the Shadow and Protection 
of the Union, they are every Day proteſt- 
ing they are clear, ſo much as of any De- 
ſign to bave the Treaty ſo improved, to the 
Damage of the Publick, and the Loſs of 
the fair Traders; and they thiok them- 
ſelves injur'd, (1.) in being ſlandred, with 
being the Contrivers and Abettors of ſuch 
unfair, wajuſt and Uiſhoneft a Uſe, as is 
made of that Advantage by others, the 
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Blame of which by commga Fame ſeems to 
lie at their Door, whereas gegeraly ſpeaks 
ing they have no Hand in it. (a.) They are 
ia jut d in having the general Trade of Br 
$a, of which they are now Sharers, avd 
for which they are equally concern'd, jnjur'd 
by clandeftine unfair Trading. (z.) To 
have the End and original Deſign of the free 
Intercourſe of Trade capitulated for in the 
Union, and mention'd ia che 4th Article of 
the Treaty, debauc'd from its true Origi- 
nal, viz. The Bacouragement of Scott Men 
in improving, encreating and adyancing 
Commerce, and their Nation by it, into a 
Cover and Shelter for ſome of the workt 
Frauds that can be committed in Trade. 

Upon the whole therefore I am clear in 
this; give che Subjects of North Britain a 
free Communication, a free Intercourſe of 
Trade, to the Ports, Cc. of South Britain: 
and in this Particular of the new Impot i 
French Goods, declare all their Goods, tr 
ly and bons Fide, their own, and that habe 
paid 1:gal Cuftoms, free to be imported, 
and hate ver. legal Re ſtraints are put upan 
others, tae Scots will immediately declare 
themſelves unconcera'd, and very well plea- 
led, figce they never de ſign d the Uaion to 
be a Shelter to Fraud, under the Colour of 
their Advantage. 

1 do not kaow, Who I pleaſe or who I 
diſpleaſe in-this, nor do I kaow, who in 
Fugland arc or have been for and agaiaft, 
and the Sucjtt will clear me, I doubt 
not of being byaſs'd by any Intereſt, Pa- 
Our ar Party II ſpeak freely my own 
Obſervations, and I do it, that theſe things 
being (et ina clear Light, we may oot ever 
be Quarrelling one at another for our dif- 
feceat Notions of the thing. 

I think, I am oblig'd to clear Scotland or 
Scotiſb Britain from aQing in or defendi 
the Frauds which we complain of, and 
thick nothing can more readily do it, than 
by ſhowing, which in all my Acpuaintance 
among them is general, that they diſown 
any hand in it, and reſerving a Liberty of 
their own Properties, will be very well 
ws to ſee Englayd have fo in the 
reſt. 

I acknowledge, that this Paper inſiſting 
ſo much upon Frauds and Cheats put * 
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